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★ In a submission to the
Treasury, the Freight Transport
Association has called for gas oil
duty to be frozen in the 2005
Budget or for rail freight opera-
tors to be specifically excluded
from further duty rises. According
to FTA, the 1p/litre rise introduced
in the last Pre-Budget Statement
has increased fuel costs ‘by 4%
over and above the 37% increase
in product prices’, pushing up
operating costs and ‘creating
uncertainty for operators and
their customers in the long-term
viability of rail freight’.

★ Derrick Potter, Chairman of
freight terminal operator The
Potter Group, has criticised DfT
plans to create a single pot for
freight grants from 2007 (RBI239
p1), noting that ‘the funds avail-
able will be spread too thin to
make an impact’. He said that
‘even modest levels of support as
part of a consistent, long-term
policy can make a big difference
in persuading companies to fol-
low the example of firms such as
Argos and Corus to switch to rail’.
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Transport Secretary Alistair
Darling travelled aboard the EWS
company train from Rugby to
Stafford on February 22 to
inspect the site of the Trent
Valley quadrupling project
between Tamworth and Armi-
tage, now costed at £327m. The
train called at Lichfield Trent
Valley where site offices for the
project are already being built,
and the minister formally
launched the civil engineering
works. Alfred McAlpine has
already constructed haul roads,
and Birse has just been awarded
the contract for the four-track
bridge across the River Tame.

STOP PRESS

The industry has failed in its
attempt to provide information on
timetable changes in time for
advance-purchase tickets for travel
over Easter to be made available
earlier. According to the recovery
plan agreed by ORR with Network
Rail last August, timings for Easter
should have been made available
six weeks in advance (T-6), but the
best that inter-city operators have
achieved is T-4.

At a meeting called by ORR on
February 11, ATOC was asked to
report back with an update on tick-
et-booking horizons for the Easter
holiday period. On February 18
ATOC revealed that while 11 of the
TOCs which sold discounted
advance-purchase tickets were
‘generally open for Easter bookings
now or will be shortly’, First Great
Western, GNER and the two Virgin

franchises were not expected to do
so before February 24 (table p5).

ATOC sought to excuse NR’s
failure to meet the T-6 target for
the largest markets on the grounds
of ‘the massive amount of engi-
neering work being done on the
railway’. The task of timetabling
this work while minimising disrup-
tion to rail services is ‘consider-
able’, according to ATOC.

But NR chose to blame the
TOCs. According to a spokesman,
the company had set engineering
works for Easter in the first week in
January and it had not ‘changed a
jot’. Since then, however, train
operators had been making ‘late
bids’ to change the timetable. Oth-
erwise, there was no reason why
the cheapest advance-purchase
fares should not be available.

ORR had called the February 11
meeting to review NR’s progress
towards achieving compliance with
its T-12 licence requirement. At the
meeting, a draft report on perfor-
mance over the Christmas and New
Year period was tabled.

This showed that NR ‘broadly
achieved’ the target of providing
TOCs with timetable information
four weeks in advance for each of
the three weeks spanning Christ-

mas and the New Year. However,
not all the information provided
was of ‘an acceptable standard’,
affecting the ability of some TOCs
to provide advance bookings
including discounted advance-
purchase fares.

Despite ORR’s claim that T-4
was ‘broadly achieved’, the report
then added that ‘many’ travellers
making long-distance journeys
were unable to reserve seats even
three weeks in advance. Some pas-
sengers also received incorrect
information because of a computer
crash on December 16 that affect-
ed the accuracy of information
given in advance and at stations.

The major weakness in the
handling of the T-12 issue by both

Easter T-6 target not met

NAO probes Connex South Eastern
On February 9 the National Audit
Office revealed that it had begun
an investigation of SRA’s termina-
tion of the Connex South Eastern
franchise. NAO is due to publish its
report ‘in the summer’.

On June 27 2003, SRA
announced that it would be termi-
nating the CSE franchise by Decem-
ber 31 that year. This was the first,
and so far only, occasion that a
franchise has been terminated early.

NAO is examining how well
SRA managed the franchise, why it
was terminated and how well the
risks associated with termination
were managed. SRA’s role in over-
seeing the financial and opera-
tional performance of its South
Eastern Trains subsidiary which
replaced Connex will also be exam-
ined, given that financial misman-
agement was given as the reason

for terminating the CSE franchise
(below).

In addition to interviews with
SRA officials, Connex executives
and the existing SET management,
the investigation team will also

survey other TOCs, passenger rep-
resentatives and industry bodies.
Under Audit Manager Nicola Coy,
NAO will also make its own analy-
sis of financial and performance
information. ■

When Connex signed a Deed of
Amendment on December 11 2002,
bringing forward the end date of the
South Eastern franchise from 2011 to
2006, the company demanded addi-
tional subsidy to cover the remaining
four years. ‘I refused to do that’, SRA
Chairman Richard Bowker told RBI in
June 2003.

Instead, Connex received just
enough to ‘stabilise’ operations during
2003. According to Bowker ‘that £58m
came with some extremely tight and
rigorous obligations that they had to
meet, and in respect of the financial

management of their business. In par-
ticular, a financial management
improvement plan was made a
requirement of the additional money. 

‘They have not met that obligation
to our satisfaction, and we have
therefore lost confidence in their abil-
ity to be a competent financial man-
ager of that business,’ he said. ‘It was
made very clear to them that a condi-
tion of the Deed of Amendment was
that they had to provide these
improvement plans, and it was very
clear that not to do so was an event
of default that leads to termination.’

Soundbite
‘Passengers who want to book in

advance are not being given adequate
booking horizons. They are right to be

fed up. We and Network Rail are
intensely aware of passenger frustra-
tion and we are in discussions with
them and the ORR to see how the 

situation can be improved.’
George Muir

Director General, ATOC
February 18 2005

Printbite
‘Things are getting better with pass-
engers able to book long-distance
journeys anything from one to two
and half months in advance. It’s still
not where we would like to be but

the situation is improving 
week by week.’

Network Rail press release
August 24 2004

Continued on page 5 ☞ 

Why the franchise was terminated
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RMT accepts
NR pay offer
RMT announced on February 17
that its executive had accepted a
pay offer from Network Rail on
behalf of 14 000 maintenance staff
at the company, excluding ex-First
Engineering employees covered by
a separate three-year agreement.
‘This deal gives our members an
ahead-of-inflation pay rise with no
strings attached, and is among the
best recent settlements’, said RMT
General Secretary Bob Crow.

Effective from April 1, the offer
increases the basic rate of pay by
the official RPI figure for February
2005 (to be announced in March)
plus 0·75%, subject to a minimum
of 3% and a maximum of 4%. RMT
says the same award is to be made
to operational grades including
signalling staff in the second year
of an agreed two-year deal.

RMT will be pursuing improve-
ments to the conditions of its NR
members over the next 12 months.
‘In particular, we will be seeking
further progress towards equality
of travel concessions for new and
long-standing employees, and a
reduction in the qualification for
joining the re-opened final salary
pension scheme from five years to
Day One’, said Crow. ■

Blair seeks lift from maglev
Following a presentation by the
Transrapid consortium and its UK
promoter Ultraspeed at 10 Downing
Street to Tony Blair and his election
strategist Alan Millburn, the Prime
Minister is expected to endorse the
inclusion of magnetic levitation
technology in the proposed re-
examination of the case for a
north-south high speed line. The
aim of the announcement, expect-
ed on February 23, would be to
associate the government with the
‘high-tech’ image of maglev in the
run-up to the general election,
expected to be held on May 5.

Ultraspeed unveiled its propos-
als on February 18 (box). The
maglev route would link stations at
Heathrow, Stratford and on the
M25 with the Midlands, northeast
England and Scotland.

According to industry insiders,
there is active support within
Whitehall and the No 10 Policy
Unit for a maglev option in the
high-speed line review. The tech-
nology is seen as modern and for-
ward-looking compared with con-
ventional rail, which gives it politi-
cal appeal. However, DfT is under-
stood to be more cautious.

With the cost and performance
of the railways likely to be a nega-
tive electoral issue for the govern-
ment, the prospect of a maglev
high-speed line could be seen as
moving the country’s transport sys-
tem into a new era. This is despite
the fact that even the German gov-
ernment, which continues to fund

Transrapid development, had to
abandon its much-vaunted Ham-
burg – Berlin route which had been
intended as a maglev showcase.

Civic pride, rather than com-
mercial viability, initiated the first
commercial maglev application in
the world, linking Birmingham Air-
port with Birmingham Internation-
al station. This fully-automated
maglev shuttle, using technology
developed by British Rail Research,
was inaugurated in 1984. Obsolete
components saw it replaced in
March 2003 by cable-hauled vehi-
cles running on rubber tyres.

Although maglev has failed to
challenge high-speed rail, despite
30 years of expensive development
in Germany and Japan, responding
to the UK government’s enthusi-

asm could create problems. Within
Whitehall, the railway industry is
seen as reactionary and run by
enthusiasts. As a result, there is
concern that this stereotype could
be reinforced by the industry being
seen as rubbishing the Prime Min-
ister’s revolutionary vision.

However, the fact remains that
neither Germany nor Japan has
authorised a commercial maglev
route, while construction of high-
speed railway lines continues in
both countries. German enthusiasm
for maglev has been driven in part
by French dominance of the world
high-speed train market, but the
creation of pan-European train
building groups has in part
redressed the balance. ■

A brief history of Transrapid - p6

★ The First Nuttall joint venture has
begin work to clear vegetation from
the Stirling – Alloa – Kincardine
route that is expected to reopen by
late 2006. The start date for detailed
design and construction work is
dependent upon discussions under-
way with Network Rail.

To Birmingham in 30 min
Transrapid promoter UK Ultraspeed
outlined its proposals for a maglev
route on February 18. The scheme is
based on a route linking London and
Glasgow via Birmingham, Manchester,
Leeds, Newcastle and Edinburgh.

Following its presentation to the
Prime Minister, Ultraspeed is hoping
that funding might be provided for a
feasibility study, with the ultimate aim
of building a small pilot scheme, pos-
sibly in the north of England. This has
the support of regional development
agencies. Ultraspeed claims that the
maglev elements of a review of pro-
posals for a north-south high-speed
line could be completed ‘within
months’. A substantial amount of 
work has already been completed,

including demand studies.
Work to date suggests that maglev

vehicles could operate ‘as frequently
as every 10 min.’ Sample journey times
quoted are 30 min for London –
Birmingham and Newcastle – Leeds in
25 min. A journey from Glasgow to
Edinburgh Airport would take 11 min,
while Heathrow – Tyneside ‘serving all
major cities en route’ is quoted at
100 min.

Because of the difficulty of con-
structing maglev guideway structures
in built-up areas, Ultraspeed is
proposing to serve London through
terminals at Heathrow Airport and
Stratford plus a parkway station on
the M25. Operating speed is quoted as
‘up to 311 mile/h’, using seven-vehicle
formations with a seating capacity of
840 passengers.

ORR consults on corporate strategy
Major tasks faced by ORR over the
next three years include launching
the Periodic Review of track access
charges for Control Period 4,
ensuring that Network Rail is
accountable for its new responsi-
bilities, encouraging partnership
between NR and train operators,
and taking over responsibility for
safety regulation from HSE. How
ORR proposes to tackle this pro-
gramme is set out in its draft cor-
porate strategy published for con-
sultation on February 10. Respons-
es are invited by March 31.

Much effort will be devoted by
ORR and the industry to assembling
the data necessary ‘to support use-
ful modelling of revenues, costs,
performance and outputs, including
for health and safety.’ This will make
it possible to determine ‘what can
be done to achieve further reduc-
tions in costs and improvements in
efficiency’, so as to provide a solid
basis for understanding the outputs
that different levels of government

support might deliver in CP4.
This leads on to the need for

‘mechanisms under which train ser-
vice outputs can be changed in line
with the Periodic Review conclu-
sions’ while enabling ‘affected par-
ties to plan their businesses with a
reasonable degree of certainty’.
Meanwhile, ORR must press ahead
with the interim signalling review
in order to set NR’s expenditure in
this area from April 1 2006. Con-
clusions are due in the last quarter
of this year.

Another important task is
reforming the Network Code, and
having done so, making sure that it
is complied with. The tension
between NR and TOCs over the
failure to meet agreed milestones
towards complying with ORR’s
requirement to provide at least 12
weeks’ notice of timetable changes
by this September is cited as an
example (p1). Network Code reform
is due to be completed in 2006-07.

Up to now, ORR has avoided

becoming too closely involved in
franchising and monitoring passen-
ger services. While accepting that ‘it
is for the government to determine
the appropriate shape and content
of future franchise agreements’, it is
important that they are ‘effectively
aligned with other parts of the
industry structure.’

In a shot across the bows of the
nascent DfT Rail Group, ORR
underlines ‘the need to avoid
micromanagement of train opera-
tors and Network Rail, and empow-
er private-sector operators to deliv-
er the performance and value for
money that rail users and taxpayers
expect.’ ■

Corus to roll rail
at Scunthorpe
Rail production at Workington is to
end next year after Corus com-
pletes an upgrade to its existing
section mill at Scunthorpe that will
enable the company to roll 120 m
long rails. At present, the longest
length that Workington can roll is
40 m. Network Rail and other cus-
tomers are increasingly demanding
longer lengths to reduce the num-
ber of welds, which add cost and
represent a potential point of
weakness or misalignment.

Lengths over 40 m for the UK
and other customers are produced
at Hayange in northern France, and
Corus hopes to expand its substan-
tial share of the European market
when Scunthorpe comes into full
production by November 2006.

A £130m upgrade for Scun-
thorpe announced on February 17
includes a new steel casting mach-
ine to replace an existing caster
and intermediate rolling mill. At
present, Workington is supplied by
rail with steel billets from the
northeast. These have to be re-
heated before rolling to make rails.
The same mill also produces steel
sleepers, the use of which has
increased substantially in the UK
over the past seven years. ■
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★ Trial shipments of timber from
Aberystwyth to Kronospan at Chirk
were due to start on February 21 and
continue for five weeks, using a
freight multiple-unit incorporating a
pair of Network Rail’s Multi-Purpose
Vehicles. The demonstration service is
being operated by EWS and organised
by INBIS for Forest Enterprise, which
wants to assess the scope for using
rail to move forestry products in cen-
tral Wales.

★ Total (UK) Ltd has awarded EWS a
five-year contract during which the
operator expects to move 11 million
tonnes of transport and heating fuel.
Separate contracts have also been
placed for moving heating fuel to
power stations, jet fuel to Heathrow,
and various fuels to Westerleigh near
Bristol. EWS already moves bitumen
for Total Bitumen Ltd from the
Lindsey refinery near Immingham to
Preston Riversway under a contract
placed in 2003.

★ O’Connor Group has commissioned
two additional Liebherr container
cranes at its Widnes Intermodal Rail
Depot, each with a span of 104 m, and
increasing throughput capacity by
over 100 000 TEU per year.
Freightliner has introduced a third
daily service between Widnes and
Felixstowe, specifically developed for
9 ft 6 in high containers travelling on
standard wagons.

★ First Swietelsky has ordered two
AFM 2000 RT track-finishing units
from Plasser & Theurer for £3m, due
to enter service in early 2006 and
combining ballast regulating, track
brushing and dynamic track stabilisa-
tion. After completing trials in south
Wales, a Matisa P95 High-Capacity
Track Relaying System is soon to join
the first of two High-Output Ballast
Cleaning Systems operated and main-
tained for Network Rail by First
Swietelsky.

★ Barnsley and Meadowhall have
been awarded accreditation under
DfT’s Secure Stations scheme, run in
partnership with British Transport
Police and Crime Concern. David
Brown, Passenger Services Director at
South Yorkshire PTE, said that the
scheme ‘reinforces our assurance to
staff and passengers that their safety
and security are top priorities’.

★ The London Borough of Wands-
worth has granted the developers of
the Battersea Power Station site plan-
ning permission for a programme of
works at Battersea Park station
including the construction of a new
northern entrance and a three-level
structure on the eastern side to pro-
vide additional circulating space.
Work also includes ‘installation of
barriers and enclosures’ and new plat-
form canopies.

★ TfL has announced that the daily
price capping function on the Oyster
smartcard is to be rolled out across
buses, London Underground, Croydon
Tramlink, DLR and participating
National Rail services from February
27. The amount deducted from pre-
pay credit will not exceed ‘the equiva-
lent cost of a Day Travelcard for all the
journeys made in a day in zones 1 to 6’.

IN BRIEF

Four prequalify for
DLR franchise
TfL subsidiary Docklands Light
Railway Ltd announced on Febru-
ary 14 that four bidders had pre-
qualified for a seven-year franchise
to operate the DLR from April
2006. As well as incumbent Serco
Ltd, tender documentation is to be
issued shortly to First Carillion Ltd,
Keolis/Balfour Beatty and Transdev
RATP Docklands Ltd.

It is hoped to select a preferred
bidder by the end of 2005. Accord-
ing to DLR Ltd, ‘the franchisee will
be required to deliver a service, tak-
ing into account performance and
quality, that represents value for
money for passengers, DLR and
TfL’. ■

TfL backs Croxley Link with £18m
Hertfordshire County Council
announced on February 9 that it
had submitted a proposed joint
funding package to the Depart-
ment for Transport to construct the
Croxley Link, which is now expect-
ed to cost £65m. The move had
been made possible by a commit-
ment from Transport for London to
contribute £18m towards the pro-
ject, even though it lies just outside
the Greater London boundary.

The link would see Metropoli-
tan Line trains now terminating at
the poorly-sited Watford terminus
diverted over the Croxley Green
branch, operated by Silverlink until
it was closed on March 25 1996.
The project would enable LU ser-
vices to call at Watford High Street

before terminating at Watford
Junction.

A new viaduct is required to
connect the two lines at Croxley
Green, and intermediate stations
are planned at Watford West and
Ascot Road, although the latter
could be relocated if plans for the
Watford Health Campus come to
fruition. It is likely that a new ser-
vice would operate between Rick-
mansworth and Watford Junction.

Asked where the balance of
£47m would come from, HCC Pas-
senger Transport Manager Geraint
Hughes told RBI that it was all
included in the county’s Local
Transport Plan, which had been
submitted to DfT. Although the
government normally announces

funding decisions on LTPs in
December, decisions on large pro-
jects ‘can come out at various
times’, he pointed out. 

Councillor Derrick Ashley, HCC
Executive Member for the Environ-
ment, said ‘this submission is the
final step towards securing the
right to formally promote the pro-
ject through the Transport & Works
Act process.’ 

LU Managing Director Tim
O’Toole believed the Croxley Link
‘will bring considerable benefits to
LU passengers’, and it was ‘great
news to see such positive steps
being taken towards its realisation.’
Provided DfT gave the go-ahead
soon, the Croxley Link could open
in 2010. ■

For the first time, London Under-
ground has successfully sued a
vandal for damaging rolling stock
and won a civil action for dam-
ages. In a judgement delivered on
February 2 at Northampton Coun-
ty Court, Daniel Salim Koroma has
been ordered to pay LU £3 000 in
instalments over the next five
years. Koroma had already been
convicted of criminal offences at
Middlesex Crown Court.

While the sum is trivial in com-
parison to the £20m that LU
spends each year to remove graffi-
ti, the precedent set by this judge-
ment will be studied closely by
operators who have frequently

complained about the reluctance
of magistrates to take railway van-
dalism and especially graffiti seri-
ously.

LU Managing Director Tim
O’Toole described the judgement
as ‘great news’ because ‘it sends a
message to any graffiti vandal
thinking of targeting the Tube. Not
only do you face a criminal record,
but we will pursue you for the full
cost of your vandalism too.’

Transport for London pointed
out that because Korama will be
on the County Court register until
the debt is paid, his credit rating
will be affected for the next five
years. ■

Network Rail announced on Febru-
ary 21 the completion of a £5m
resignalling programme between
Chester and Rockliffe Hall on the
Chester – Holyhead route, which
has seen track circuit block
installed as well as the first UK
application of Alcatel axle-counters
with ‘preparatory reset’. The latter
are operating under a Trial Certifi-
cate issued by the Infrastructure
Safety Review Panel.

Resignalling has also involved
the installation of three-aspect

colourlight signalling controlled
from Chester, and the closure of
mechanical signalboxes at Mold
Junction and Sandycroft. 

‘The delivery of the project has
provided some considerable chal-
lenges, not least the incorporation
of the latest LED signal and train
detection technology, as well as the
implementation of a large training
programme for all project, mainte-
nance and operating personnel’,
said NR Area General Manager
Andrew Skidmore. ■

LU sues graffiti vandal

North Wales resignalling

Decision needed soon to save Supertram 
Leeds city councillors, local MPs
and West Yorkshire PTE are to meet
Transport Minister Tony McNulty
on March 7 to stress the need for a
rapid decision on government
funding for Leeds Supertram. In a
briefing note prepared for the del-
egates, Metro Director General
Kieran Preston set out concerns
which the PTE believes must be
stressed to the government.

Powers have been obtained for
the compulsory purchase of 120
parcels of land which will be
required for the 21 km tram net-
work, but these powers will expire
in March 2006. If a funding deci-
sion is not made soon and the
expected general election is called,
the subsequent delays and repriori-
tisation in government decision-
making could push back any fund-
ing announcement until it is too
late to complete the purchases
before the powers expire.

According to Preston, the cur-

rent project will fail ‘by default’ if
the existing powers are allowed to
lapse. Metro is committed to
Supertram and the £355m project
would not be shelved, but to regain
the powers the public enquiry
process would have to be started
again from scratch, at an addition-
al cost of ‘millions’.

Preston admits that when hav-

ing been turned down once it is
‘difficult to be optimistic’ about
the funding decision, but he is
confident that the bid ‘meets crite-
ria’ for funding, and has a role in
the Office of the Deputy Prime
Minister’s aim to narrow the north-
south economic divide. ‘Leeds
needs this kind of investment in
infrastructure’, he believes. ■



SRA has released proposed changes
to the West Coast Main Line
timetable in June and December
this year, writes Tony Miles. June is
expected to see the introduction of
Class 350 Desiros on key Silverlink
and Central Trains services, plus the
extension of some Silverlink Coun-
ty services north of Northampton to
Rugby. On the Fast lines south of
Rugby, the last 110 mile/h paths are

removed with the planned with-
drawal of the remaining Virgin West
Coast loco-hauled sets.

Birmingham and Manchester
gain additional peak business trains
with two extra Birmingham –
Euston services each way and a
new 08.15 fast train from Man-
chester which will run via Wilm-
slow. A second return diagram
between Euston and Holyhead

switches to Pendolino operation,
with a Class 57 hauling the train
north of Crewe.

A recast of the Silverlink Coun-
ty timetable in December is expect-
ed to result in an improvement in
off-peak fast services from
Northampton to London as well as
the introduction of Desiros on new
London – Crewe services via the
Trent Valley route. ■

SRA’s study of potential cost sav-
ings at Northern Rail (RBI239 p11)
is itself under review following
what RBI understands to be signif-
icant political pressure, reports
Tony Miles.

While the franchise agreement
included a review of services after
two years of operation, the ‘sweep-
ing and all-embracing’ scope of the
review is understood to have been
significantly wider than expected.
It includes the impact of cuts to
services, station or route closures
and increased ticket prices, which
are all to be examined with a view
to reducing the annual subsidy
requirement of £350m.

Transport Secretary Alistair
Darling was reported to be ‘very
unhappy’ with the reaction to the
news of the review, and with local
politicians fearing a significant loss
of votes in the forthcoming gener-
al election he is understood to have
insisted that the terms of reference
must be re-scoped before the
review goes ahead. It is expected
that this will now result in little
more than ‘tinkering round the
edges’ across the franchise. 

It is also understood that in
order to avoid any future concerns,
DfT is to place a copy of the revised
terms of reference for the consul-
tants in the House of Commons
Library within the next two weeks.

In its original form, the review
would have excluded any involve-
ment by the five PTEs which are co-
signatories to the Northern fran-
chise. Industry observers have sug-
gested that this has added weight to
speculation that the review would
have delivered some very unpalat-
able conclusions. One PTE insider
said ‘SRA should be working with
the people who could help develop
sensible integrated transport options
rather than curtailing the scope of
its options before the review has
even started.’ ■

Northern review
under scrutiny

SRA announces WCML timetable revisions
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Olympic bid triggers £400m
King’s Cross redevelopment
Just in time to impress the team
from the International Olympic
Committee sent to assess London’s
bid to host the 2012 games, Trans-
port Minister Tony McNulty
announced on February 15 ‘the
go-ahead’ for London Under-
ground’s northern ticket hall on
the western side of King’s Cross. He
also ‘backed proposals’ for a new
western concourse directly above,
which is destined to become the
main entrance to the station.

‘The northern ticket hall will
particularly give a boost to the UK
Olympic bid. The extra tube pas-
sengers arriving over the three-
week period of the games will have
easy access to the surface and then
travel via new high-speed trains to
Stratford in around 7 min’, said
McNulty.

Total cost of the two projects is
‘some £400m’. Asked how it would
be allocated between London
Underground and Network Rail, a
DfT spokesman said the split was
‘extremely complicated’ and in any
case it was ‘all government money.’
He later clarified that ‘the funding
mechanism for both the northern
ticket hall and western concourse
has yet to be formally agreed. DfT is
working with London Underground,
Network Rail and ORR to determine
what arrangements could appropri-
ately be put in place.’

RBI understands that extra
funding for LU’s share will be
added to what the government
already pays Transport for London
to meet LU’s payments to the
Infracos under the PPP. NR will
fund the western concourse
through additional borrowing to
be repaid through DfT grants and
subsidies via TOC access charges,
but there will be significant contri-
butions from developers.

It was GNER Chief Executive
Chris Garnett who alerted RBI in
December 2003 to the fact that
work on the northern ticket hall
had been halted by LU on the
instructions of DfT (RBI212 p4).

Although denied by LU at the time,
a site inspection confirmed that
the circular sub-surface ticket hall
structure had been built, but no
work was in progress on the esca-
lator shafts leading down to the
tube platforms. The suspension
was formally confirmed by DfT the
following month, and attributed to
‘escalating costs’. One factor had
been a demand from NR for the
ticket hall structure to support
heavier loads as plans for the west-
ern concourse expanded in scope
to provide development gain.

Garnett’s concern was that
until the roof of the northern tick-
et hall was in place, NR could not
proceed with plans for the 3 000 m3

western concourse. This is consid-
ered essential for handling a pro-
jected increase in passengers using
the terminus from over 40 million
today to 50 million by 2014, and
thus affected GNER directly.

The present ‘temporary’ con-
course at the front of King’s Cross
will be demolished and replaced by
an open piazza ‘larger than Leices-

ter Square’, according to NR. Access
to platforms from the new con-
course will make use of widened
service subways that already exist.
The trainshed and platforms will be
refurbished, and roofing replaced.

Now that DfT has approved the
western concourse in principle, the
next step is for NR to submit a
planning application to the Lon-
don Borough of Camden. Accord-
ing to NR, ‘the timetable going
forward will depend upon the
progress of that application, as well
as the funding and programmes for
the London Underground works’.
★ IOC delegates were driven
through one of the CTRL Section 2
tunnels between Stratford and
King’s Cross on February 17. With
59 km of the 110 track-km of Sec-
tion 2 now laid and 700 OLE masts
erected, ‘we are confident of
achieving the timely completion of
the remaining work for stations,
railway infrastructure and the test-
ing and commissioning of the new
line’, said Union Railways (North)
Managing Director Alan Dyke. ■

Benefits all round
Although work on London Under-
ground’s northern ticket hall and its
connections to the six tube platforms
below was suspended, major alter-
ations to the existing ticket hall and
construction of the new western tick-
et hall under the ramped approach to
St Pancras continued unchecked. They
will implement the last outstanding
recommendations from the Fennel
Inquiry into the King’s Cross fire of
November 18 1987 when 31 people
died, many of them while trying to
escape from the ticket hall through
tortuous passages.

During the suspension, consultants
Mott Parsons Gibb were asked by DfT
to undertake a full value for money
review of the northern ticket hall. The
results were positive. In addition to
providing direct access to the new
western concourse at King’s Cross and
providing disabled access to the tube
platforms for the first time, from 2007
it will serve Eurostar passengers. It will
also serve the CTRL DS platforms cur-
rently being used by Midland Main

Line and Thameslink, the new MML
platforms when these are completed
on the western side of St Pancras, and
eventually the new Thameslink station
box under Midland Road. This is being
constructed as part of the CTRL pro-
ject, but as yet funding remains to be
secured to fit it out.

Transport Minister Tony McNulty
highlighted other reasons for allowing
work to resume. It would ‘play a cru-
cial role in ensuring the King’s Cross
Central redevelopment project – one
of the most ambitious in Europe – can
be carried out successfully. The station
will now be able to support the
increase in population resulting from
1 800 new homes and 486 000 m2

devoted to commercial use planned
north of the station.’ He added ‘the
station enhancements also underline
the government’s commitment to the
Thames Gateway growth areas. King’s
Cross will be the main point of con-
tact for passengers travelling from the
Gateway into central London.’

Window fault studied
Engineers are investigating the cause
of an incident on February 12, writes
Tony Miles, when a window on a
Central Trains Class 170 DMU was
apparently dislodged by turbulence
from a passing train. Working the
08.40 Liverpool Lime Street –
Birmingham New Street service, the
DMU was passing a Virgin Pendolino
at Norton Bridge when the outer skin
of the window became detached.

Following initial investigations at
Tyseley depot, an NIR was issued with
regard to the Class 170 and all fleets
were inspected. In the case of the
Central Trains fleet, RBI understands
that no other faults were found and
the units remained in service.
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TPE one year on
TransPennine Express announced
passenger growth of 6% in its first
year of operation to February 1,
reports Tony Miles. The 12 months
saw 14·3 million passenger-jour-
neys recorded, an increase of 0·75
million on the previous year.

The December 2004 timetable
was the first set by TPE and reflect-
ed this growing demand, with the
introduction of hourly clock-face
departure patterns to provide extra
seats on the core routes. Journey
times have been cut and the total
number of services across the TPE
network has been increased from
220 to 235 a day.

TPE has developed a £12m
station enhancement programme
to improve passenger information,
safety and security. A total of 20
self-service ticket machines are
being installed at key stations and
by recruiting 20 extra staff, ticket
office opening hours are being
extended at most stations.

The biggest challenge remains
the improvement of performance
which has yet to achieve a PPM
score of 80% of trains arriving
within 5 min. While performance
has improved since the average of
73·9% when the new franchise

started, TPE admits it has to make
improvements if it is to deliver the
85% national target.

According to Managing Direc-
tor Vernon Barker, ‘our experience
to date has shown that our per-
period delivery has averaged 75%
whilst we have been able to achieve
79·9%. Thus far in Period 12 we
have moved up considerably, turn-
ing in daily performance in the
range of 82% to 85% – which is
moving us much closer to the
industry target.’ He points out that
TPE sees itself as a long-distance
TOC, and would achieve a PPM of
93% if assessed on the long-dis-
tance target of trains arriving with-
in 10 min of advertised time.

Barker admitted that TPE’s fleet
of Class 158 and Class 175 DMUs
remains a challenge for the opera-
tor, with around 60% of cancella-
tions attributed to fleet or depot
problems. This ‘highlights the diffi-
culties we have experienced with
our two fleets of trains. The Class
175s are not as we would wish and
we now have a presence at the
table along with Arriva Trains Wales
and Alstom to influence how the
units are maintained.’ 

Nine two-car Class 158 DMUs

have been reformed as six three-car
units. Two Class 158s have been
transferred to Northern Rail, but
four more have been subleased
from Central Trains at an annual
rental of £700 000, allowing sets to
be released for modification work.
TPE has recruited 38 new drivers
and 50 conductors, and Barker says
this allows the operator to ‘have
fully-crewed “hot spare” trains at
Manchester Piccadilly and York.’ ■

New depots take shape
The first of 51 Class 185 DMUs being
built for TPE is nearing completion at
the Siemens works in Krefeld. It is
due to leave for the Wildenrath test
track during April, and successful tri-
als should see it arrive in the UK
towards the end of this year .

Design of the new depots at York
and Ardwick is at an advanced stage.
Work has begun on one of two
parcels of land at Ardwick, owned by
Manchester City Council, on clearing
soil and starting site stabilisation for
the main depot. Issues regarding the
second parcel owned by Network Rail
are being resolved by Siemens, who
will build and operate the depot.

A smaller depot at York is at the
planning application stage. Although
the chosen site is in an area which
has seen railway activity for many
decades, a number of local residents
have raised concerns. TPE is hopeful
that these concerns will be addressed
following meetings with Siemens.

WC250 highlights station deficiencies
Virgin Trains moved quickly to
endorse the call by the West Coast
250 lobby group for investment in
WCML stations to ensure that
growth now being generated by
more frequent tilting services is not
capped by inadequate facilities,
especially secure car parking.

WC250 published a report on
February 8 suggesting ways in
which investment approved under
WCRM could be made more pro-
ductive, such as infill electrification
between Preston and Manchester
via Bolton for diversions. Given the
troubled history of WCRM, these

may be unrealistic. But in the case
of stations, WC250 points out that
external funding is available from
Local Transport Plans and the
European Union.

Virgin West Coast Managing
Director Charles Belcher had raised
the issue of funding station
upgrades on January 20 (RBI238
p4), stressing that it could be done
outside WCRM if only the Treasury
would relax its rules and allow bor-
rowing to be paid back over a
longer period than the VWC fran-
chise. ‘We need to see how that
can be passed from one operator to
another’, he said. As matters stand,
Virgin points out that ‘the current
£7·3bn upgrading scheme does not
include any station investment.’

This is not strictly correct as
most platforms used by Silverlink
County between Euston and Milton
Keynes were lengthened to take
12-car trains. However, WC250 says
the need for car parking is ‘particu-
larly acute’ not only at Crewe, Pre-
ston and Carlisle, but also at Oxen-
holme, Warrington, Stockport,
Macclesfield, Stoke-on-Trent,
Stafford, Coventry and Milton
Keynes. There is no obvious reason
why improvements to parking facil-
ities at some of these stations
should not be self-financing. ■

What needs to be done
WC250 points out that Birmingham
New Street, Liverpool Lime Street,
London Euston, Preston and Crewe
‘suffer serious and extensive long-term
problems’ but schemes are being
developed and some work is in hand.
Particular station issues and projects
highlighted by the lobby group
include:
• Birmingham New Street: urgent

need to raise passenger handling
capacity in order to avoid access
restrictions. £350m rebuild planned
but not yet funded (RBI238 p2).

• Liverpool Lime Street: investment
available for four-year upgrade
including enclosed waiting areas.

• Preston: badly in need of easier
interchange between platforms and
with local buses, more car parking
and better pedestrian links to city
centre.

• London Euston: congested access to
London Underground and none to
Euston Square station. Shops on
concourse can cause serious con-
gestion. Poor access to platforms 1

to 3, 8 to 11 and 16 to 18.
• Crewe: short of car parking, poor

access from the street and inade-
quate facilities on platforms. Joint
scheme between TOCs and local
authority being developed; likely
cost £25m to £30m.

• Watford Junction: £14m Watford
Interchange Project approved using
Local Transport Plan funds.

• Chester: Poor interchange with
other modes, and unwelcoming to
passengers. £10m improvement
under discussion but no agreement
as yet.

• Liverpool South Parkway: £18·5m
rebuild of Allerton and platforms to
replace Garston in progress.
Completion due December 2005.

• Stockport: new Platform 5 will
open this year. Improvements on
other platforms and more car park-
ing under discussion.

• Wigan North Western: joint
improvement scheme being devel-
oped to increase enclosed waiting
space on platforms and improve
interchange with Wigan Wallgate.

ORR and ATOC is that the assess-
ment of performance is not
weighted. While the Christmas tar-
get was ‘broadly achieved’ and
bookings at 11 TOCs are ‘generally
open’ for Easter, this positive spin
conceals the fact that NR is failing
to meet its commitment for the
long-distance TOCs where more
passengers seek to purchase cheap-
er advance-purchase tickets.

At the February 11 meeting NR
reported that it expected to upload
timetable information for the East-
er period for the ‘majority’ of TOCs
that very day. ATOC confirmed that
this had been achieved when it
reported back on February 18, but
the ‘majority’ did not include the
three main inter-city TOCs. Accord-
ing to the Rail Passengers’ Council,
over 70% of calls to its new
national hotline were from passen-
gers complaining they could not
book ahead.

ORR says it is now ‘considering’
the report on experience over
Christmas and the New Year plus
‘other points’ raised at the meet-
ing. It will then decide what further
action might be required to ensure
full compliance with the T-12
recovery plan agreed last year. ■

T-12 primer
Under Condition 9 of its network
licence, enforced by ORR, Network
Rail is required to provide accurate
information about revisions to the
national timetable at least 12 weeks
in advance. 

In response to its non-compliance
with Condition 9, NR committed in
2004 to a recovery plan which
should have given TOCs an accurate
timetable four weeks before Christ-
mas and New Year (T-4), six weeks
before Easter (T-6), and 12 weeks in
advance by September 2005 (T-12).

These commitments were consid-
ered at an ORR board meeting in
August 2004 when it was decided not
to take enforcement action against
NR in respect of the breach of
Condition 9. A notice to this effect
was issued on September 2 2004, as
required by the Railways Act 1993.

Booking status for travel
from Good Friday March
25 onwards
Bookings open Lead time
GNER
February 24 Four weeks (T-4)
First Great Western (up to March 25)
February 25 Four weeks (T-4)
FGW (March 26 to April 1)
March 8 18 days
Virgin CrossCountry
March 4 Three weeks (T-3)
Virgin West Coast
March 4 Three weeks (T-3)

Easter T-6 target 
not met
☞ Continued from page 1 
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First plans HST refurbishment
On February 18 FirstGroup unveiled
the two pilot carriages for its pro-
posed refurbishment of the First
Great Western HST fleet, which will
be on display at the Great Western
Railway Museum in Swindon until
the end of March. As part of First-
Group’s bid for the Greater Western
franchise (RBI239 p6), ‘key stake-
holders, employees and the public
will be invited to experience the
new-look carriages at first hand’
according to the company.

FGW Managing Director Alison
Forster said ‘this redesign pro-
gramme has adopted a new look
for the HST fleet and we believe
that these enhancements will meet
and exceed customer expectations’.
Interiors have been redesigned to
create ‘a more contemporary, mod-

ern and customer-focused environ-
ment’, with two power sockets
installed per bay for laptops and
Wi-Fi access provided.

Mock-ups of proposed interior
layouts have been constructed in a
standard class Mk III coach and a
first class/buffet vehicle, both
owned by FirstGroup. The buffet
area would receive new equipment
and finishes to create ‘a relaxing
and attractive environment’ brand-
ed as Café Express. New toilets
would also be installed to ‘greatly
improve hygiene standards’.
★ A new wheel lathe facility at
FGW’s Old Oak Common depot in
west London is due to be complet-
ed by this autumn, built at a cost of
£5m shared with Network Rail.
Work is due to begin next month

on a new fuelling point and the
installation of a train washing plant
is under discussion with NR. ■

South West Trains announced on
February 10 that it had sought
approval from HMRI to continue to
operate Mk I EMUs on the Brock-
enhurst – Lymington Pier branch
after they are due to be withdrawn
by the end of this year. According
to SWT, ‘with only one train oper-
ating at any one time, at a maxi-
mum speed of 45 mile/h, the line is
entirely suitable for Mk I stock’.

SWT intends to purchase two
Mk I EMUs and refurbish them ‘to
their original condition’ to operate
the branch as a heritage route,
although a dedicated wheelchair
space and additional cycle storage
would be provided. Current service
frequencies will be maintained. ■

Mk Is to survive on
Lymington branch

On February 15 Alstom became the
latest train builder to be called in
by Transport Minister Tony McNul-
ty over product performance. The
focus of the meeting was the poor
reliability of the Pendolino fleet.

According to press reports,
McNulty said that while teething
troubles could be expected with
new trains, Pendolino was an
established design. Although tilting
trains incorporating Fiat Pendolino
technology have been in service in
Italy since 1988, the Virgin West
Coast Class 390 is effectively a new
design built to the UK loading
gauge and national specifications.

Significantly, where standard
equipment could be used, such as
the electric traction package and
the tilt mechanism, reliability has
been better than expected. Where
problems have occurred is at the
interfaces, such as the Tilt Authori-
sation & Speed Supervision system
and with on-board equipment such
as toilets and air-conditioning. 

It is also taking time for main-
tenance staff to make the change
from the predominantly electro-
mechanical equipment on VWC’s
loco-hauled fleet to the many elec-
tronic systems on the Class 390.

RBI understands that the meet-

McNulty takes Alstom to task

Transrapid was the name chosen
for the first maglev vehicle built by
Krauss-Maffei of Germany in 1969.
However, it was German aerospace
group MBB that demonstrated the
world’s first passenger-carrying
maglev vehicle in 1971. 

Under pressure from the federal
government, the two companies
merged their research efforts in
1974 to create the current compa-
ny Transrapid EMS. Three electrical
groups, Siemens, Brown Boveri and
AEG, also developed a maglev sys-
tem using super-conducting mag-
nets.

In 1979, MBB, Krauss-Maffei
and Thyssen Henschel ran a 70-seat
vehicle called Transrapid 05 on a
900 m long guideway at the Ham-
burg International Transport Exhi-
bition. Development continued
using a 31·5 km elevated test track
at Emsland in northeast Germany.

With the construction of high-
speed rail networks in France, Ger-
many, Italy and Spain, Transrapid

became a national technology
champion looking for an applica-
tion. Following German reunifica-
tion, a Hamburg – Berlin maglev
route was proposed, but this ulti-
mately proved unfundable and was
abandoned in favour of upgrading
the existing railway.

Eventually, a 31 km route was
built in China to link Shanghai Air-
port with Pudong on the outskirts
of the city centre. This operates at
a maximum speed of 430 km/h,
and fare-paying service was
launched on December 29 2003.

Transrapid expected the urban
system to lead on to a long-dis-
tance maglev network linking
China’s major cities. Its first target
was the 1 337 km line between Bei-
jing and Shanghai where for many
years the choice had been between
the competing technologies of
maglev and high-speed rail.

However, in January 2004, it
was announced that the Chinese
government had approved plans for

medium and long-term develop-
ment of the national rail network
which favoured high-speed rail
technology for the new Beijing –
Shanghai route. One of the reasons
for the choice was the incompati-
bility of maglev with conventional
rail technology when over 60% of
the trains on the Beijing – Shang-
hai route serve other destinations.

This is equally relevant to a
north-south high-speed line in the
UK. But the decisive factor is likely
to be the high cost of maglev,
which the Chinese claim to be twice
that per km of high-speed rail. In
the meantime, no further maglevs
are to be built in China until the
performance of the Shanghai Air-
port line has been ‘fully evaluated’.

Following the cancellation of
the Hamburg – Berlin Transrapid
route on cost and environmental
grounds, proposals have been
developed for an airport shuttle for
Munich. The German government
also recently funded a new shuttle
vehicle to provide work for the
Emsland test centre. ■

ing had been rescheduled from the
preceding week after the Alstom
team turned up late, meaning that
the minister was unable to see
them. Alstom Communications
Director Macolm Cowling told the
local press ‘the meeting was very
constructive, we could present the
minister with the improvements in
reliability for the Pendolinos which
we have achieved. We are now
delivering 40 trains a day consis-
tently and we are confident that
we will achieve our agreed perfor-
mance targets.’ Alstom should in
fact now be delivering 42 sets
every day, rising to 45 by June. ■

★ GB Railfreight announced on
February 17 an order for five Class 66
locomotives, worth £1·5m each and to
be leased from HSBC Rail (UK) Ltd for
a period of five years. Due to arrive in
the UK in September, they will take
the GBRf fleet to 22 Class 66s and
eight Class 73 electro-diesels.

★ South West Trains has awarded
Birse Rail a £7m contract to upgrade
carriage washing facilities at
Wimbledon and Bournemouth depots
to accommodate Desiro EMUs. In
addition to new washing plants, Birse
will install facilities for emptying con-
trolled-emission toilets.

RPC wants early 
HST2 order
A report published by the Rail
Passengers Council on February 17
urges the development of a single
standard replacement for the existing
InterCity 125 High Speed Train fleet.
RPC believes that the HST2s must be
ordered within the next 12 months,
if the opportunity to procure a single
replacement is not to be lost.

RPC research shows that passen-
gers prefer the existing concept over
smaller trains on long-distance
routes; the report recommends a for-
mation of eight to 10 cars with a
power car at each end. A top speed
of 125 mile/h is proposed, without tilt.

DfT announced on February 21
that the Rail Accident Investigation
Branch will become fully opera-
tional on June 13, taking over
responsibility for carrying out inde-
pendent investigations of railway
accidents. From October 1 RAIB
will expand its role to encompass
the UK half of the Channel Tunnel.

Regulations enabling RAIB to
carry out its functions are sched-
uled to be signed by ministers and
laid before Parliament in March.
The operational dates, when the
Regulations come into force, have
been agreed after consultation
with key industry partners.

During consultation, the rail-
way industry requested an ‘imple-
mentation period’ between the
making of the Regulations and the
RAIB becoming operational, so
that the industry can introduce its
own procedures for working with
RAIB. In the case of the Channel
Tunnel, a longer transitional peri-
od is needed for bi-national
arrangements to be established
and implemented.

Existing arrangements for rail
accident investigation will continue
until RAIB is fully operational. ■

RAIB goes live
in June

A brief history of Transrapid



7© Reed Business Information Rail Business Intelligence February 24 2005

CITY PAGE

17/1/05 24/1/05 31/1/05 7/2/05 14/2/05 21/2/05
Eurotunnel 18·5 17·75 16·5 17·25 17·5 16·75
Arriva 553·25 534 545 570 568 562
FirstGroup 360·5 356 356·5 370·5 362·5 353·75
Go-Ahead 1 515 1 495 1 515 1 602 1 553 1 565
Laing 257 274·75 257 260 262 257
National Express 880 871 890·5 895·5 891 879
Sea Containers 969 931 932 899 1 036 1 074
Serco 246 256 248·5 238·25 250 241·5
Stagecoach 114·75 112·5 115·5 120·75 116·75 114
TOC Index 4 896 4 831 4 869 4 956 5 039 5 046
AEA Technology 156 156 137·5 140·5 140·5 123·5
AMEC 319·75 307·5 316·5 318·5 313·25 307·5
WS Atkins 732 724 718 728 715 725
Balfour Beatty 322 331·25 340·25 340 338 316·5
Carillion 232 258·75 247 242 245 248·5
Jarvis 27 27 27·75 30 29·5 27·75

SHAREWATCH

Rail down at Go-Ahead
Despite continuing passenger
growth at both its franchises, rail
turnover and operating profit at
The Go-Ahead Group in the six
months to January 1 2005 were
both down on the year before,
according to interim results
announced on February 18. 

Rail turnover was down from
£319·4m to £293·7m, reflecting
the loss of Thames Trains which
had contributed £55m in
turnover the previous year. Oper-
ating profit for the rail business
fell from £19·3m to £18·6m. Go-
Ahead reported group turnover
up from £633·8m at £637·9m
and total operating profit up

from £47·9m at £50·2m.
During the St Pancras block-

ade, Thameslink has achieved ‘a
high level of operating reliability’
and passenger numbers ‘have con-
tinued to grow despite this disrup-
tion’. The introduction of new

Go-Ahead Group rail
operating results*, £m
Six months to 01/01/05 03/01/04
Turnover 293·7 319·4
Operating profit 18·6 19·3
Margin 6·3% 6·0%

* Before exceptional items, goodwill amorti-

sation and after all central costs

In a third change to the composi-
tion of Eurotunnel’s all-French
board voted in by shareholders on
April 7 2004, Chairman Jacques
Maillot told colleagues at a meet-
ing on February 18 that he wished
to relinquish his position in favour
of Jacques Gounon.

Maillot remains on the board
as a non-executive Director, hav-
ing apparently bowed to pressure
from a shareholder action group
calling itself Save Eurotunnel. A
statement issued by this group at
the end of last month called upon
him to resign ‘in the interests of
shareholders, employees and cus-
tomers of Eurotunnel’ because his
failure to deliver on the Chair-
man’s mandate had been ‘total
and complete’.

Gounon joined the board on
December 17, filling a gap left by

Pierre Cardo who resigned on
November 29 (RBI236 p3). Gounon
held senior positions in French
public administration with the
Ministry of Equipment, the Min-
istry of Employment and the Min-
istry of Transport before becoming
the national President of Alstom in
France, and Deputy Chief Executive
of the Cegelec Group.

The board has still taken no
action on the requirement to seek
from the banks and institutions
that hold its £6·2bn of debt a
waiver of the clause in the 1998
restructuring agreement forbidding
negotiations on a further restruc-
turing (RBI238 p8). The directors
still hope to present such a deal to
shareholders for their approval at
the AGM in June, although it took
more than a year to negotiate the
complex 1998 restructuring. ■

★ GrantRail Group Ltd announced on
February 9 the acquisition of over-
head line engineering company Total
Power Solutions. Group Chief
Executive Gren Edwards said that the
acquisition would allow TPS ‘to bid for
even the largest of overhead line
works in the UK’, given the ‘critical
mass and experience’ of the pan-
European electrification businesses of
Volker Wessels Group which jointly
owns GrantRail with Corus.

★ Westinghouse Brakes (UK) Ltd has
been renamed as Knorr-Bremse Rail
Systems (UK) Ltd and is now offering
a maintenance support service under
the railservices brand. The company
moves from Chippenham to a new
HQ, production and distribution facil-
ity in Melksham at the end of next
month.

★ ING Real Estate has appointed
White Young Green as consultant
engineers for the £160m St Stephen’s
redevelopment programme in the
centre of Hull that includes refurbish-
ment of Paragon station ‘to form an
integrated state-of-the-art transport
interchange’. Site work is due to begin
this month for completion in spring
2007.

★ Southern has awarded Dalkia a
contract to provide energy manage-
ment services including bill validation,
meter reading and benchmarking
across its 161 stations and offices. The
contract has the potential to reduce
the TOC’s energy costs by 12% ‘and
save over 1 200 tonnes of CO2 emis-
sions every year’ according to Dalkia
Energy Sales Manager Mike Sewell.

★ Carillion Construction Ltd has
awarded Westinghouse Rail Systems
Ltd a contract to design, supply and
install signalling equipment for the
Evergreen II project at Chiltern
Railways (RBI237 p10). Completion is
scheduled for the December 2006
timetable change and will allow up to
20 trains/h to operate into and out of
London Marylebone.

★ TUV Product Service has provided
EMC testing, consultancy and certifi-
cation services to EWS for the intro-
duction of the freight operator’s new
company train formed of a Class 67
locomotive and converted Mk III
coaches. In situ whole vehicle radiat-
ed emissions testing was undertaken
to ensure compliance with standard
EN 50121-3-1.

Despite the share prices of UK rail
franchisees softening slightly, a
strong performance from Sea Con-
tainers saw the RBI TOC Index
exceed 5 000 points over the past
two weeks. 

While the index is unweighted,
and thus does not reflect the relative
turnover of the franchises operated
by each company, it does provide a
broad indicator of the strength of
the passenger industry. ■

TOC Index breaks 5 000 barrier

Atkins Rail announced on February
9 that it was making 16 staff
redundant at its Rail Vehicles oper-
ation. The bulk of the job losses
will be at the Derby office with 10
redundancies. The remainder are in
London and Crewe.

Rail Vehicles was created from
the former Network South East
Train Engineering Service Compa-
ny. Network Train Engineering Ser-
vices Ltd was the only one of the
three TESCOs to be sold to an
external buyer on privatisation, The
Engineering Link and Interfleet
Technology having been purchased
by MBO teams.

Since then the market for vehi-
cle engineering and acceptance
has changed substantially. Under
EU interoperability regulations,
acceptance is the responsibility of
Notified Bodies and a number of
consultancies have entered this
market in competition with the
TESCOs.

At the same time, vehicle
acceptance work has tailed off for
several reasons. Firstly, the generic
safety case and acceptance work
on the European standard traction
packages of the main manufactur-
ers has been completed. The train
builders have also acquired suffi-
cient expertise to handle any
route-specific work themselves for
add-on orders. Finally, there is the
current hiatus in rolling stock
orders, with new entrants Hitachi
and CSR Ziyang (RBI230 p1)
already preparing to contract
acceptance work to AEA Technolo-
gy Rail and Interfleet Technology
respectively.

In a letter to staff, Atkins Rail
Group Managing Director Tony
Fletcher said that the redundancy
announcement ‘confirms what we
all know ... that no part of the
Atkins Rail business portfolio is
exempt from the realities of the
market conditions prevailing
throughout the UK rail sector’.

Meanwhile, interoperability
regulations introduce another
long-term threat to UK-based con-
sultancies. They allow a Notified
Body in any European country to
certify equipment for use in any
other country. ■

IN BRIEF

ET Chairman steps down 

trains at Southern ‘has again con-
tributed to passenger growth’,
with over 500 new vehicles intro-
duced by the end of December.
The company said that Mk I slam-
door stock was ‘now largely con-
fined to peak-only service’.

Go-Ahead confirmed that it is
bidding to prequalify for both the
Thameslink/GN and Greater West-
ern franchises (RBI239 p6) in part-
nership with Keolis. With the part-
ners prequalified for IKF as Lon-
don & South Eastern Railway Ltd,
Go-Ahead Group Chairman Sir
Patrick Brown said that ‘2005 will
be an extraordinarily busy period
for our rail franchise bid team’,
which is continuing to focus on
franchises ‘with a significant Lon-
don commuter element from
which further patronage growth
can be anticipated’. ■

More job losses
at Atkins
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